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O          NE OF MY FAVORITE PASTIMES?

Relaxing out back in the warm sun with an ice cold 

drink and my favorite music playlist. Plain to see, I am 

the lawn chair lounging type, but perhaps you’re into 

the backyard BBQ scene.

Either way, whether you’ve been dreaming about your 

own backyard oasis or feeling like creating a happen-

ing space for you and your friends- at some point, that 

little Bluetooth speaker isn’t going to cut it.

It’s shockingly simple to add streaming audio as the 

soundtrack to your summer. But before you do, we 

want to give you a few tips to make sure you get the 

very best out of any sound system you choose.



Semi-directional Speakers
These are forward firing speakers with 
reasonable balance and tonally correct 
audio at around 40 degrees. These 
should be placed 8 to 12 feet apart. 

Rock speakers, on-wall and in-ceiling 
are all examples of semi-directional 
speakers. In fact, in-ceiling speakers 
are perfect for a covered porch area to 
keep them away from the elements.  
 
Incorporating these two types of 
speakers can be a great way to save 
money on your project. As they tend 
to be less expensive than traditional 
outdoor speakers.
Paradigm In-Ceiling Speakers $229 /pair

Paradigm On-Wall Speakers $398 /pair

Design For Coverage
Outdoor speakers tend to fit into 
3 categories; directional/spotlight, 
semi-directional and omnidirectional. 
These terms refer to where the audio 
is directed. Your ability to get even 
sound coverage will depend on which 
of these speakers you use and where 
you choose to place them.

Directional/Spotlight  
Speakers  
Directional speakers push sound 
forward. Anyone listening to a di-
rectional speaker will loose tone and 
quality if they walk off the forward 
axis 30 degrees or more. For this 
reason, directional speakers must be 
used with great care and consideration. 
Directional speakers should be placed 
a minimum of 7 to 10 feet apart.
Satellite Speakers

Paradigm $299 /each 

Klipsch $175 /each

Omnidirectional Speakers
Create sound that attempts to  
go outward in all directions and  
fill as much space as possible.  
These should be placed 12 to 15 feet 
apart for optimal affect. The Outcast 
speaker is a wireless Bluetooth speak-
er that can hold up to a 20 hr 
battery charge and stream  
music wirelessly.
Outcast by Soundcast $899.99

So here we are at the brink of  
summer. Perhaps you’ve decided to 
amp up that backyard space and need 
a little advice to get started. Ask for 
tips from experts in the audio/video 
industry and they will tell you,  
“Designing your outdoor audio can be 
tricky. Sound travels far outdoors and 
ambient noise is a tough competitor.” 

Not to fear, with the right technology 
and proper technique you can easily 
overcome this obstacle and transform 
your outdoor space into an audio 
paradise. 

Creating Spaces
Plan your seating areas first, so you 
know where to dedicate the best audio 
coverage. Where will you be spending 
your time? Consider seated areas, by 
the grill and yard or pool space. 

Defining Zones
Where do you intend to have audio?
How loud does your sound need to be? 
How many speakers per area? 
Want to control volume separately? 

Answering these questions now will 
help determine how many zones of au-
dio you need and the type of amplifier 
required to handle your audio. A single 
Paradigm PW AMP can control up to 
2-zones of audio.
Paradigm PW AMP $499 /each
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On-Wall In-Ceiling

Residence



Rock speakers and are a beautiful way to 
incorporate sound into your garden. Some 
speakers can even pair with lighting for 
additional ambiance at night.
Klipsch Rock Monitor $299 /each

Take Control
Networking is an integral part of any 
audio or video home system. Do you plan 
to play songs from your phone or stream 
audio from the internet? 

If so, you may want to consider the quality 
of your router and it’s ability to handle 
multiple devices on your network. In ad-
dition, you will want to look at the range 
of your wifi. Many wifi routers are buried 
in closets or mechanical rooms. If your 
wifi signal can’t quite reach your outdoor 
space, your local audio/video or IT expert 
can install a wifi range extender to help. 

Next Level Bass
We all know and love that boom-
boom-bass. While most quality 
outdoor speakers will handle bass just 
fine, giving your audio that finishing 
touch comes from paying attention to 
the lows. Both Paradigm and Klipsch 
offer in-ground subwoofer designs to 
blend in with your gardenscape. 
10” In-ground Subwoofer 
Paradigm $1699 /each
Klipsch $1499 /each

Hide The Equipment 
New and improved exterior design can 
help you get the most out of your space. 
In-ground subwoofers are designed to hide 
the bulk of the tech underground while 
only showing the BBQ chimney inspired 
dome from above. 
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THIS IS IT.  
SUMMER IS HERE.

There are many key components to con-
sider before jumping into the installation
of any outdoor audio system. Careful 
planning will always result in the best 
quality. So now that you know what it 
takes to achieve the professional sound 
quality you crave, it’s time to get your 
project started! For more expert tips visit: 
www.comtechmt.com/news/

A

By Melanie Tripp, Expert Contributor of
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